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Background: The Port of New Orleans will continue to invest in its existing cargo facilities to satisfy present 
and forecasted demand. However,  building an additional  state-of-the-art container terminal downriver with 
adjacent land to attract new logistics-related businesses — such as transloading, warehousing, distribution, 
and light manufacturing — will allow Louisiana and the port complexes on the Lower Mississippi River 
unprecedented opportunity to grow cargo volumes, capture new market segments, and increase economic 
impacts statewide.

The positive community impacts of this project will extend well beyond the maritime industry and into every 
facet of life touched by global commerce. 

Key Facts

• Port officials have entered into an exclusive 
agreement with the Meraux Foundation Board 
to perform due diligence on the Sinclair Site, 
a 675-acre tract of undeveloped property on 
the Mississippi River in St. Bernard Parish, for 
development of a maritime container terminal 
and logistics center.

• The Port, in conjunction with Louisiana Economic 
Development, the Louisiana Department of 
Transportation and Development, the Port’s 
investment partners and others, will assess 
transportation infrastructure investments needed 
to serve both the Port and community effectively.

• Feasibility studies will encompass both the Port’s 
and the community’s needs. Effective 1/2018

By the Numbers
Acreage: 675

River Mile Marker: 85.5

Region: Southeast

Parish: St. Bernard

City: Meraux

Access to I-10, I-510 and LA-39 

Rail: Norfolk Southern Railroad onsite,                    
with access to all 6 Class I railroads

Berth Draft: 50 feet+; no air draft restrictions

Distance to Port NOLA Napoleon Ave.          
Container Terminal: 15 miles  
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The Port of New Orleans has entered into an exclusive agreement with the Meraux Foundation 
Board to perform due diligence on the Sinclair Tract, a 675-acre greenfield LED-certified site for 
possible development of a maritime container and logistics center. Feasibility studies will 
determine the viability of the site and encompass projected economic impacts, the Port’s 
business needs, and community quality of life issues. For example, the Port will work closely with 
Louisiana Economic Development, the Louisiana Department of Transportation and 
Development, investment partners, and others, to ensure that transportation infrastructure on 
and off terminal will accommodate both the Port and community effectively.  
 
Please note that the Port is at the beginning of a due diligence process. 
We have more questions than answers at this time. The Port is committed to open  
engagement and transparency. If you have specific questions that are not addressed  
here, please email SinclairProject@portno.com or call Michelle Ganon at 504.528.3467  
or Matt Gresham at 504.528.3255. 
 
 

Questions about the site 
Why is the Sinclair Site being considered? 
The site is LED-certified for heavy industrial use and worth assessing as it appears to meet criteria 
necessary for a major intermodal shipping facility: sufficient waterfront acreage to accommodate 
current and future ships, navigable deep water, easy access to Class I rail service and major 
highway routes along with a capable local workforce. Container terminal and logistics activity is 
classified as light industrial, well within the site’s accepted range of use. 
 
What is an LED Certified Site? 
An LED Certified Sites is a development-ready industrial site. LED certification is granted  
after an extensive application process and exhaustive review. The benefits of certification include 
official acknowledgement of a site's suitability and readiness and improved success  
in the site selection process. The program's rigorous review process is conducted by an 
independent, third-party engineering firm. The Sinclair site is certified based on the approved 
land use designation. 
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Questions about a potential container terminal 
Why does the Port of New Orleans need another container terminal? 
Industry trends reinforce the opportunity for additional container capacity and complimentary 
business activity along the Mississippi River to ensure that the region captures both existing and 
emerging business. The Port of New Orleans is the only port in Louisiana that can currently handle 
container cargo, having invested significantly over time in necessary infrastructure, specialized 
labor, and relationships with the container carrier alliances.  
 
Port NOLA will continue to invest in and utilize existing container facilities in New Orleans –  
this project envisions supplemental capacity and the ability to have adjacent logistics and  
value-added activity. 
  
Can the St. Bernard Port, Harbor and Terminal District (St. Bernard Port) develop the new 
container facility? 
The St. Bernard Port and Port NOLA are working collaboratively on this endeavor and will enter 
into a Memorandum of Understanding if the project moves forward. The St. Bernard Port handles 
breakbulk and bulk cargo, which requires different infrastructure from that needed for 
containerized cargo. Additionally, the St Bernard Port does not own property with sufficient 
acreage to accommodate a container terminal and logistics center and has neither the financing 
capacity for a project of this size nor Port NOLA’s longstanding financial partnerships and 
relationships with container carriers around the world.  
 
What studies will be undertaken prior to any development? 
Feasibility studies will include wharf assessment and navigation, local economic impact, 
construction appraisals, traffic and transportation impacts to the Parish, utilities and  
drainage assessment, environmental due diligence, and cost analysis. If these study results  
are positive, additional studies would follow: geotechnical evaluations, rights of way and 
servitude analysis, yard layout and technology, onsite transportation alternatives (road and rail), 
and a capacity analysis. 
 
If the project proceeds, what is the timeline for development? 
The entire process could be phased and take up to 10 years. Initial feasibility studies and 
agreements with potential financial partners are expected to take a minimum of 12 months, with 
specific go/no-go decision points built into the process. From there, design work would begin, 
followed by the permitting process and construction. Each of these elements would be multi-
year efforts, with some overlap expected and public input throughout. 
  

Questions about potential community impacts  
What types of jobs would be created by a container terminal? 
There are many types of jobs created within a terminal, including longshoremen, warehouse 
managers, terminal managers, logistics coordinators, crane operators, truck drivers, storage and 
distribution managers, security professionals, clerks, customs brokers, River pilots, tug operators, 
etc. According to a recent survey of companies operating on port property, the average salary of 
these positions was $63,000, or 37% higher than the local average, not including administrators 
and executives. Additional construction jobs would be created during a potential build out of a 
terminal and improvements to surrounding infrastructure. 
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How will this project affect property values to adjacent neighborhoods? 
Port facilities operate next to vibrant, thriving residential neighborhoods in multiple locations 
across the country, including Charleston, Miami, and in New Orleans, where homes, businesses 
and restaurants are located adjacent to the Napoleon Avenue Container Terminal. One of the 
appealing features of this Sinclair Tract is that it is a greenfield location, so the project can be 
planned thoughtfully.  
 
To ensure positive impacts it is important that project investments in street infrastructure, 
mitigation of on-terminal activity, and attention to aesthetics result in safe and efficient traffic 
flow. Container operations are considered a light industrial use. Noise and light issues on a 
modern container terminal are less problematic than is true with other industrial operations, and 
advances in technology routinely incorporated into modern terminals further reduces these 
impacts. This project will require infrastructure investment in road and rail that has long been 
sought by Parish residents and St. Bernard Port, and that could benefit nearby property owners. 
The Sinclair Tract is large enough to accommodate attractive buffer areas between container 
activity and nearby homes. 
 
Lastly, job creation is likely to result in additional business attracted to the Parish, which would 
result in an increased demand for housing so employees can enjoy short commutes. This could 
also increase property values. 
 
Will a container and logistics center impact traffic? 
Port NOLA and its partners recognizes the need for on-site and nearby transportation 
investments to accommodate Parish residents and visitors, as well as anticipated truck drivers 
and rail activity.  
 
Louisiana Economic Development, Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development, 
Port NOLA, and port partners will work together to plan efficient movement of cargo into and 
out of the terminal by road and rail. Port Planners anticipate optimizing traffic flow on major 
arteries, such as St. Bernard Highway and Judge Perez Drive, along with considering a potential 
new dedicated truck route. To date, there has been no analysis of traffic impacts or 
determinations about current or future roadways. It is a mutual goal of both the Port and the 
Parish for efficient traffic flow. 
 
How do you plan to mitigate noise and light from and unrestricted views of terminal 
operations? 
Container operations are the most progressive and modern in the industry. The Port will 
benchmark the latest solutions to minimize sound and noise impact on neighbors. For example, 
laser landing system technology can help reduce sound of container movements and slow crane 
impact. Sound technology can also be used for yard equipment to help reduce sound projection. 
Light abatement can be accomplished using directional LED technology. Additionally, the design 
process will incorporate landscaped buffers and physical barriers as an attractive shield for 
nearby residents. 
 
What are the Port’s expansion plans in St. Bernard beyond the Sinclair Tract? 
None. Adequate acreage is available to accommodate planned operations within the footprint 
of the site.  
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Questions about Port NOLA’s container business 
What does Port NOLA’s currently ship in containers? 
The Port’s top containerized commodity is exported PVC resins (plastic pellets) produced in 
Louisiana and used to manufacture plastic items around the world. Other top commodities 
include exported paper products and frozen poultry, inbound coffee beans and manufactured 
items, such as furniture, electronics, textiles, medical equipment, bananas and fresh fruit, etc. 
 
Will petrochemicals be stored at the terminal? 
The petrochemicals most talked about in regards to Louisiana exports are not hazardous bulk 
items. They are plastics and PVC resins, which is basically plastic pellets manufactured in 
Louisiana, packaged into bags, stuffed into containers and exported overseas to manufacture 
plastic products, such as cell phones, medical devices, Mardi Gras beads and basically any plastic 
item manufactured.  
 
Some chemicals, such as fertilizers and bulk materials, are shipped in small volumes in ocean tank 
containers, which are heavily regulated to international safety standards. These containers move 
quickly to the end user and, when loaded, are not stored for long periods in a container yard. 
Many cargoes labeled hazardous include soaps, wine and alcohol, dye and pigments, and fire 
extinguishers destined for retail sites. 
 
What happens in the event of a Hurricane? 
Port NOLA updates its public, extensive Hurricane Preparedness Plan every year. In anticipation 
of major storms, preparations include all equipment being locked down, secured or stowed. 
Containers are reduced to two containers high on the yard to weather high winds. Typical 
containers weigh between 20 to 27 tons and do not move easily. During Hurricane Katrina at the 
Napoleon Avenue Container Terminal, some containers shifted or toppled from short stacks, but 
there were no safety incidents. 
 
 


